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THIRD ACT

THE BARRIERE D’ENFER

Beyond the toll-gate,the outer boulevard is formed in the background by the Orleans high-road, half
hidden by tall houses and the misty gloom of February.

To the left is a tavern with a small open space in front of the toll-gate. To the right is the Boulevard
d’Enfer; to the left that of St Jacques.

On the right also there is the entrance to the Rue d’Enfer leading to the Quartier Latin.

Over the tavern, as its sign-board, hangs Marcel’s picture ‘“The Passage of the Red Sea,® while under -
neath in large letters is the inscription ‘At the Port of Marseilles)’ On either side of the door are fres.
ooes of a Turk and a Zouave with a huge laurel wreath round his fez.

From the ground-floor windows of the tavern facing the toll-gate, light gleams.

The plane-trees, grey and gaunt, which flank the toll-gate square lead diagonally towards the two boule
vards. Between each tree is a marble bench. It is towards the close of February; snow covers all.

As the curtain rises the scene is merged in the dim light of early dawn.

In front of a brazier are seated, in a group, snoring custom-house officers. From the tavern at inter.

.vals one may hear laughter, shouts, and the clink of glasses. A customhouse official comes out of the ta_
vern with wine. The toll-gate is closed.
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SCAVENGERS frost-bitten fingers, stand several street scavengers)
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(The officials do not budge; so the scavengers with
brooms and mattocks thump the toll-gate and shout )
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(more vigorously)
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(goes to open the gate; the scavengers
pass through to the Rue d’Enfer. The
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(From the Tavern: The clink of glasses forms an accompaniment to the song )
8 Sop.1.
8 Sop. 2.
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(from within)
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(from the tavern)
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(A sergeant comes out of the guard-house, and orders the toll-gate to be

CUSTOM - HOUSE OFFICIAL opened)
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Here come the women with their milk!
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(Carts pass along the outer Boulevard,
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(to the officials who admit them through the toll-gate)
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(they move off in various
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